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Poland in Europe; Regions in Poland

Poland is divided into:

I level – 16 Voivodeships (similar to

provinces),

II level – 314 Powiats (similar to

counties or districts) 66 cities with powiat

status,

III level – 2477 Gminas (similar to

communes or municipalities)



3

Poland – basic information
36,7 mln citizens

307 km2 area 

Polish economy: 
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Industry Types in LT sites

Other activity (not included 
above); 138; 51%

Chemical installations ;
34; 13%

General 
chemicals 

manufacture 
(not included 

above); 
14; 5%

LPG production, bottling 
and bulk distribution; 

20; 7%

LPG storage; 
18; 7%

Fuel storage (including 
heating, retail sale, etc.); 

18; 7%

Power generation, 
supply and distribution ;

16; 6%

Production, destruction and 
storage of explosives; 11; 4%

LT sites in Poland are different, they use most dangerous substances listed in 

Annex I Seveso Directive and represent approx. 25 industry types in 

accordance with the classification used in eSPIRSS database.  
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The competent authorities of the Seveso Directive

Chief Inspector for Environmental Protection

Inspection for Environmental Protection (IEP)

Seveso Directive 

(Directive)

Implemented by Act of 1 October 2001 amending

Environmental Protection Law Act and some other acts

Chief Commandant of the State Fire Service

The State Fire Service (SFS)

They are charged with:

1) identifying sites (establishments) capable of creating major accidents,

2) reviewing Seveso documentations (e.g. for LT sites: notifications, major accident prevention

policys (MAPP), safety management systems), 

3) the responsibility of inspections,

4) investigating major accidents,

5) data collecting, analysis of the information from local level and coordination of the activities at

the central level,

6) participating in land use planning process.
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Local competent authorities for UT and LT sites

Voivodship Inspector for 

Environmental Protection (VIEP)

I level – Voivodeships:

Voivodship Commandant

of the State Fire Service 

(VCSFS)

II level – Powiats: 

Voivodship Inspector for 

Environmental Protection (VIEP)
Powiat Commandant

of the State Fire Service 

(PCSFS)

III – level – Gminas:  local authorities – responsible for land use planning UT and LT sites 

operators together with VCSFS, PCSFS, VIEP

UT sites

operator 

LT sites 

operator 

Chief Commandant of SFS Chief Inspector for IEP

operators may

appeal against an

orders (prohibition)

by a competent

authority
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PCSFS tasks in relations to LT sites

1) receiving notifications by LT site operator (paragraph 1, 2, of Article 7 Directive):

a) for new establishments, within 30 days before opening LT sites,

b) for all other cases, one year from the date from which this Directive applies to the sites

concerned,

and modification of a site or an installation (referred to in points (a), (b) or (c) of paragraph 4 

Article 7 Directive),

✓  LT sites operators also provide copy of notifications to the VIEP;

2) analyzing notifications provided by LT sites operators;

3) analyzing Major Accidents Prevention Policie (MAPP) provided by LT side operator

✓ LT sites operator also provide copy of MAPP to the VIEP;

4) accepting and analyzing updates in MAPP made by LT site operator;

5) inspecting the sites (establishment) that may be a source of a major accident;
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PCSFS tasks in relations to LT sites

5) analysis of the causes and concequences of major accidents to the environment;

6) identifies all site or groups of sites (establishments) with domino effecs, but VCSFS decides

to create a group of sites and impose additional obligations on operators;

7) participating in land use planning process in relation to LT site;

8) keeping the register of LT site;

9) information to the public about:

a) received notifications by LT site operator (paragraph 1, 2, of Article 7 Directive),

b) accepting MAPP,

c) annual inspection plan;

10) receiving notifications from LT site operator about a major accident.
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Strategy SFS inspection in LT sites

Content of the methodology (1):

✓ planning inspection and reconnaissance

activities

✓ establishing inspection programs and schedules

✓ carrying out inspection and reconnaissance

activities in the scope of determining compliance

with safety requirements in LT sites

✓ carrying out control and reconnaissance

activities together with other authorities

✓ rules of conduct in the event of detection of

significant violations

Standarization and unification of country’s approach 

to the cases related to prevention of major industrial 

accidents 

(clarification of implementation referred to paragraph 3 

article 20 Directive)
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Strategy SFS inspection in LT sites

Content of the methodology (2):

✓ templates of protocols from inspection and

reconnaissance activities

✓ the principles of giving opinions on draft studies

of the conditions and directions of spatial

development and draft local spatial development

plans (land use planning proces) 

✓ rules for agreeing decisions on development

conditions for facilities in the vicinity LT site in

the event that these investments increase the

risk or the effects of major accidents

✓ the rules for determining the so-called "Safe

distances"



12

Strategy SFS inspection in LT sites
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Strategy SFS inspection in LT sites
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Inspections

The frequency of inspections is determined taking into account the systematic assessment

of environmental risks caused by installation and provisions regarding the frequency of

inspections.

GENERAL RULE:

LT sites – law requires that period between inspections

shall not exceed for 3 years for LT site

Note: 

Firefighters SFS from fire prevention departments (only 700 people) carried out fire inspection 

in 53 000 sites (buildings or areas) and 350-400 Seveso sites annually.
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Inspection structure in LT sites
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Inspection arrangemnts 2019-2022 in LT sites

SFS and IEP didn’t prohibit of use or starting of 

any new-site, installation or storage facility.
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Domino effects in LT sites

13 - number of LT sites, where there is a possibility of a domino effect:

➢ most common and characteristic locations types:

LT site other site

other siteother site

UT site

UT siteUT site

LT site LT site LT site

LT site

• exchange suitable 

information (operators),

• cooperate in informing 

the public and 

neighbouring sites that 

fall outside the scope of

Directive,

• external emergency 

plans (prepare by 

VCSFS).

• exchange suitable 

information (operators),

• cooperate in informing 

the public and 

neighbouring sites that 

fall outside the scope 

of Directive.

➢ VCSFS  based on inspections carried out by PCSFS identifies all groups of

establishments with possible domino effects and decides to impose additional

obligations, which they most often are:

• exchange suitable 

information (operators),

• cooperate in informing 

the public and 

neighbouring sites that 

fall outside the scope 

of Directive.
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Register of major accidents and near misses

in LT sites 2019-2022

Total major accidents and near misses in 2019-2022 in LT sites: 

8 

(2019 – 3 (1 of them was major accidents), 2020 – 2, 2021 – 3, 2022 - 0)

1 accident set out criteria for the notification of major accident to the commission Article 18(1):

`

In the metal surface treatmen plant building, as a result of the collapse of the structure due to a fire, the galvanizing

baths were overwhelmed and hydrochloric acid in the amount of approximately 500 m3, with a concentration of 5 to

15%, was released into the environment.

`
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Thank you for attention

Questions?

Lt. Col. MEng. Konrad Leszczuk 

– Deputy Head Hazard Analysis Unit 

   National HQ of the State Fire Service

e-mail: kleszczuk@kg.straz.gov.pl 
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