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Introduction

Every year
The environment Minister

sets the inspection priorities for classified installations, which 
include :
• Permanent actions
• Priority thematic actions (inspections, instructions)
• Thematic orientations of the inspection visits including: 

systematic actions and “à la carte” actions.

Regional orientations can be added locally



Examples of thematic orientations over 5 years

Over the past 5 years, in the field of accidental risk, :
• “100 m band ” around Seveso sites
• subcontracting in the Seveso
• Ammonitrates
• Sizing and design of flows and retentions (flammable and

combustible liquids)
• Loss of electrical utilities
• effectiveness of risk control measures (including reliability)
• Flood risk on Seveso sites
• Environmental monitoring around quarries
• Illegal import of refrigerants



Development of national actions

Inspection Central 
administration

National action 
proposals



Development of national actions

Permanent 
actions

Priority thematic 
actions of the 

year

Thematic orientations 
according to the catalog of 

the year
+ regional orientations

National action selected



Permanent actions : example

Apply the multi-year control program

National 
priorities

at stake Others

Classified facilities

3 levels of risk

Minimum annual
inspection

Inspection at least 
every 3 years

Inspection at least 
every 7 years



Priority thematic actions : example

Reduction of 
methanizer

leaks

Air emissions
controls

Examples of themes selected for 2023



Thematic orientations 2023: example

Systematic
actions

« A la carte » actions

2 types of actions

• monitoring compliance with 
regulatory changes (after
Lubrizol)

• Silos
• Accidentology in the Seveso plants
• Refrigerants in the food industry



Focus on Seveso accidentology

Report (BARPI)

The BARPI has found that some Seveso facilities have no event
recorded in the ARIA database for the past 3 years.

The ARIA database only records the events which it is aware

Nota : the BARPI is working on a digital event declaration project



Focus on Seveso accidentology (4 last years)

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50% 60% 70% 80% 90% 100%

Root causes

disturbances
 (first failures)

knowledge rate according to depth of analysis

Seveso facilities Classified facilities



Focus on Seveso accidentology

Action requested

Inspection on Seveso high-threshold production sites

Use the SMS to control the organization of the operator

Provision of “accidentology based on the SMS” 
inspection framework for inspectors



Focus on Seveso accidentology

The inspection guide

1 note 1 question grid



Focus on Seveso accidentology

The inspection guide: sample questions

• What organization is in place to analyze anomalies and failures ?
• What method is used to identify causes ?
• How are the measures to be put in place defined and how is the monitoring of the

implementation of these measures carried out ?
• What means are in place to ensure that the measures put in place are effective and

known to operators ?
• Is there a reassessment of the scheduled measures after a period defined at the

time of the analysis of the anomaly / failure ?

Examine the procedures and check their application on concrete cases



Focus on Seveso accidentology

End-of-action reporting

This national action will provide a quantitative and qualitative assessment
of the organization in place to :
• identify,
• prioritize,
• analyze events,
• define corrective actions
• monitor their achievement, including for risk control measures failures

It may be able to identify events that should be declared to the
authorities, moreover



The End


